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Our Vets

DR NEVILLE ROBERTSON
BWSciSyd), MVSiMurd)

DR ALAN WADE
BSc, BVMSiMurd)

Our Nurses

Debra and Toni are our full time gualified
and registered nurses. We alsa have
three veterinary students, Brooke, Sarah
and Jenna, who work as nurses during
weekends and holidays. Our nurses are
all caring and compassionate people
and are commilted to looking after you
and your pet

Our Hours

Monday to Friday 7.30am to 7pm
Saturday .30am to 4 pm
Sunday 10am to Tpm

Consultations are by appointment.

We are closed on Public Holidays.

After Hours

For urgent attention after hours including
Public Halidays contact either Murdoch
Pet Emergency Centre (MPEC) on 1300
652 494 or Northern Suburbs Emergency
Centre on 9345 4644,

Feedback

We aim to provide a modern hospital with
up ke date knowledge and skills combined
with a caring and compassionate service,
We would hkv to hear from you if vou
have ANy ”'I(]Uﬁl'l[.“ or comments on our

service — just email or call us,

Seasonal atopy may be the cause
of your dog's scratching

Atopy can be regarded as the canine
equivalent of hay fever in humans, It is a
seasonal allergic reaction to substances
such as inhaled pollens, houss dust miles
and animal danders {tiny particles of saliva,
skin, fur etc).

However, whilst humans respond with
sneezing and runny noses, animals show
their allergic reaction by itching and
licking. Atopy can be genetic (inherited). It
is more commaon in certain breeds such as
West Highland White Terriers, Staffordshire
Bull Terriers and Golden Retrievers.

Dogs with atopy usually have itchy ears,
feet, armpits and groins. Some dogs may
Jjust have recurrent ear infections or an
obsession with licking between their toes,
Atopy often starts in spring and summer
and gets worse each year. Eventually the
itching may become a year-round problem,
A lot of seratching often leads to secondary
infections with yeast and bacteria, which
further contribute o the animal’s itchiness.

Your pet's symptoms will help the vet
establish If atopy is a likely cause of its
itchiness. If necessary the diagnosis can
be confirmed through allergy testing. This
may involve a blood test or an intradermal
skin test. Allergy testing is complex and
needs to be specific to your geographical
area, so your vet may need to refer you to
a specialist veterinary dermatologist. IF the
substance (allergen) causing the itchiness

can be identified, a specific waccine
can be made up for your animal, This s
administered in gradually increasing doses
to try and desensitise your pet and reduce
its tchy response 1o the allergen,

Atopy rarely goes away completely and
it is likely that your pet will need at least
intermittent  reatment for the rest of s
life. Medications such as corticosteroids,
antihistamines, essential fatty acids, antibiotics
and medicated shampoos can all be used in
various combinations to help reduce the
itchiness and keep your pet comfortable,

Regular checkups with your vet will help
determine the appropriate treatment and
also make sure there are no concurrent
problems such as fleas or food allergy.

What colours do they see?

Many people wonder how animals view
the world around them. Is it in shades of
grey, or do they see the vibrant colours that
our eyes can detect? Plenty of evidence
now suggests that cats and dogs do see in
colour, but without the vividness and wide
colour spectrum available o the human
eye. Animals live in a more pastel world.

The reason for this difference lies at
the back of the eye, an area called the
reting. Here special cells, known as rods
and cones, are found. The sensitivity and
ratio of these cells is different in animals
when compared to humans, resulting in
highly efficient vision in dim lighting with
a narrower colour range. Dogs see mainly
yellow and blue hues and can differentiate
between shades of grey so subtle that they

would appear as one colour to us. Cats
see some colours but their speciality is
vision in low light, where their eye is up
to 130 times more efficient than ours. Both
dogs and cats have difficulty seeing close
ohjects but their sense of smell and taste
more than compensate,
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