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Our Vets

DR NEVILLE ROBERTSOMN
BVSciSyd], MYSIMurd)

DR ALAN WADE
BSc, BVMSIMurd)

Our Nurses

Debra and Toni are our full time qualified
and registered nurses. We also have
three veterinary students, Brooke, Sarah
and Jenna, who waork as nurses during
weekends and holidays. Our nurses are
all caring and compassionate people
and are committed to looking after vou
and your pet,

Our Hours
Monday to Friday 7.10am to 7Ppm

Saturday f.30am to 4 pm
Sunday [ Dam ta 1 pm
Consultations are by appointment.
We are closed on Public Holidays,
Alfter Hours

Faor urgent attention after hours including
Fublic Holidays contact either Murdoch
Pet Emergency Centre (MPEC) on 1300
(52 494 or Morthern Suburbs Emergency
Centre on 9345 4644,

Feedback

We aim to provide a modern hospital with
up to date knowledge and skills combined
with a caring and compassionate service.
We would like to hear from you if you
have any thoughts or comments on our

service — just email or call us.

The Festive Season has many perils

Christmas time can be full of perils for
umwary pet owners.

Qur pets are often spoilt with kindness at
this time, with anything from extra titbits
given by doting relatives to a feast on the
left-over ham bone or turkey carcase,

What starts off as a special treat can end up
as a prolonged stay with the vet. Rich faity
foods can cause diarrhoea and gastritis.
Raisins in the Christmas pudding can be
toxic to pets. Cooked bones are soft. Large
fragments can be gnawed off and then get
lodged anywhere along the gut, causing
impactions and obstructions. The fatty
marmrow and gristle from bones can cause
an inflammation of the pancreas, resulting
in severe abdominal pain, vomiting and a
very unhappy pet.

These problems are generally treatable if
caught early enough. But they may require
anything from intravenous fluids via a drip,
to full general anaesthesia and surgery.

The good news is these conditions can

e prevented by sticking to your pet's
usual diet and avoiding cooked bones
altogether,

Food is not the only Christmas risk. Watch
out for decorations. Pets are fascinated by
dangling sparkly objects and can be tempted
to chew and swallow decorations and
tinsel, resulting in intestinal obstructions.
Decorations containing glass are easily
broken when batted about by eager paws.
Glass fragments can cause lacerations or
become impacted in foot pads. Puppies,
kittens and house rabbits will play with
the electrical cords of Christmas lights and
may be tempted to bite them, resulting in
electrical burns.

Assuming we've survived the festive food
and cheerful decorations there is one final
hurdle - Fireworks on Mew Years' Evel

Many pets are frightened by loud noises
such as thunderstorms and fireworks. Their
fears usually worsen with each subsequent
exposure and can culminate in some pretty
daring escape plans. Frightened animals
have been known to smash through
windows, jump fences and squeeze
through impossibly small cracks in fences
and gates in order to escape from fireworks.
Pets may end up lost and unfortunately are
often injured in car accidents as they fles
aCross bLIS}' streets.

If your pet has a firework phobia, avoid
leaving it home alone If fireworks are

permitied in your neighbourhood, I this
is not feasible, make sure it is locked
safely indoors with a radio or television
for company. You can also speak to your
vel who can examine your animal and
prescribe medication to reduce anxiety
and provide sedation if necessary.

Make sure your
bird has happy feet

Budgies and other caged birds can suffer
from the comically named condition
Bumblefoot. This disease is no laughing
rmatter for the bird concerned and resulls in
swollen, painful feet. Bumblefoot is caused
by bacteria entering the bird’s foat through
damaged tissue. Birds kept in cages where
the perches are all the same diameter are
at increased risk of this condition because
of constant pressure and wear on one
particular area of their foot. Using perches
with differing widths and textures will vary
the point of contact with the foot and help
prevent pressure areas. A tree branch (from
a non toxic species) is ideal and will help
keep those feet happy.
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